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Amendments to the Claims: 
This listing of claims will replace all prior versionSt and listings, of claims in the ^plication: 

Listing of Claims; 

1. (Currently Amended) A toethod fo r precluding the diagno.^es of 
irritable bowel syndrome and other noninflammatory etiologie s diotinmiiflhiQQf irritablo bowol 
syndFom e from inflommatoryr bowol disoaoo , the method comprising: 

obtaining a fecal sample from a person to be diagnosed; and 
determining whether said sample contains an elevated level of 
endogenous lactofenin, wherein if said sample does contain an elevated level 
of endogenous lactofetrin, diagnoses of imiable bowel syndrome and other 
noninflammatory etiologies are substantially precluded. 

2. (Original) The method as recited in claim 1» further comprising diluting 
said fecal sample. 

3. (Original) The method as recited in claim 2» wherein said step of 
diluting said fecal sample comprises diluting said sample to a 1:400 dilution factor. 

4. (Currently Amended) The method as recited in claim 1, wherein said 
endogenous lactoferrin comprises total lactofenin selected from the group consisting e n^-w 
fiiOFe-of plasma, bile, leukocytes and mucosal secretions. 

5. (Original) The method as recited in claim 1, wherein said endogenous 
lactoferrin is qualitatively determined. 
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6. (Cuneatly Amended) The method as recited in claim 1, wherein said 
step of determining whether said sample contains an elevated level of endogenous lactofeirin 
includes contacting said sample with immobilized polyclonal antibodies to human lactoferrin 
to create an antibody bound troQtod s ample. 

7. (Cuaently Amended) The method as recited in claim 6, wherein said 
step of determining whether said antibody bound s ample contains an elevated level of 
endogenous lactofeirin further includes contacting said antibody boundt feated sample with 
enzyme-linked polyclonal antibodies such diat the enzvme-link ed polyclonal antibodies are 
allowed to bind to capture lactoferrin t o create an enzvme-Knked antibody bound r e adabl e 
sample. 

8. (Currently Amended) The method as recited in claim 7, wherein said 
step of determining whether said enzyme-linked antibody bound s ample contains an elevated 
level of endogenous lactoferrin further includes determining an optical density of said 
readable sample at 450 nm, wherein said optical density corresponds to a level of endogenous 
lactoferrin in th e enzvme-iinked antibody bound s ample. 

9. (Currently Amended) The method as recited in claim 8, wherein if said 
optical density of said enzyme-linked antibody bound r oodablo sample is greater than 0.200, 
said fecal sample contains an elevated level of endogenous lactoferrin. 

10. (Canceled) 

11. (Canceled) 
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12. (Currently Amended) A diagnostic assay for decerminipg whether a 
Fecal sample contains an elevated level of endogenous lactofemn as compared to a reference 
value for healthy control subjects, s aid assay comprising: 

obtaining a human fecal sample; 
diluting said sample; 

contacting said sample with inmiobilized polyclonal antibodies to 
endogenous lactofeirin to create an antibody bound ^«a(ed-sample; 

contacting said treated sample with enzyme-linked polyclonal 
antibodies such that the enzyme-linked polyclonal antibodies are allowed to 
bind to capture lactofemn to create an enzvme-linked antibody boun d readabl e 
sample; and 

determining the optical density of said readable sample at 450 nm to 
determine whedier said enzvme-linked antibody bound j pe adab le sample 
contains an elevated level of endogenous lactofcrrin as compared to a reference 
value for healthy control subjects. 

13. (Currently Amended) The diagnostic assay as recited in claim 12, 
wherein if said enzvmc- linked antibody bound re adable samole contains an elevated level of 
endogenous lactoferrin, a diagnosis of irritable bowel syndrome is substantially precluded. 

14. (Currently Amended) The diagnostic assay as recited in claim 13, 
wherein if said optical density of said enzyme-linked antibody bound r eadable sample is 
greater than or equal to 0.200, said fecal sample contains an elevated level of endogenous 
lactoferrin as compared to a reference value for healthy control subjects. 
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15. (Original) The diagnosdc assay as recited in claim 12, wherein said 
assay comprises an enzyme-linked immunoassay. 

16. (Original) The diagnostic assay as recited in claim 12, wherein said 
endogenous lactoferrin comprises total lactofeirin from one or more of plasma, bile, 
leukocytes, and mucosal secretions. 

17-20. (Canceled) 
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